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To all Lions, Lioness and Leos of MD 33, it is a honor and a privilege to have the awesome             
responsibility on being the 62nd President of your Massachusetts Lions Eye Research Fund, Inc. 
(MLERFI) 

     As you all may or may not know the MLERFI is the statewide project voted by the Lions of        
Massachusetts.  Our goal at MLERFI is to provide the much needed research grant money with the 
help of you the Lions of MD 33 to eradicate preventable blindness.  We have in Massachusetts sever-
al outstanding research institutions which MLERFI has partnered with .  They have with grants re-
ceived to them from monies you have donated to the fund been on the cutting edge of research find-
ings in achieving our goal to one day eradicate preventable blindness.  All because of your support of 
MLERFI.  The Lions of MD33 have to date contributed just under 30 million dollars in our goal of eye research.   

     During our Lions year all directors representing you on the board of MLERFI will be available for visitations to your         
individual clubs to tell you the story of MLERFI, also to share with you the new discoveries by the investigators, research   
doctors and hospitals.  It is my wish and hope you all take advantage of inviting them to your lions clubs meetings.   

     As of this publication of the Eye Catcher I have witnessed the extraordinary achievements of our greatest group of                       
humanitarians, you the Lions and your Lions Clubs.  As President I have attended all five advisory meetings.  Beginning on 
August 27th in District N, August 29th District S, September 9th District K, September 16th District Y and September 30th District 
A.  Thank you Governors for your invite and your hospitality. I felt the excitement and commitment towards the goals of 
MLERF on all these visitations.  It is just amazing the broad scope of fundraising projects being held for our MLERF fund. 

     My challenge of every Lion to consider making a personal commitment of $33.00 to MLERF has resulted in many          
answering the call.  I’m asking all of you to consider making it a commitment of yours.   

     Our challenge as Lions to eradicate preventable blindness came to us in 1925 by “Helene Keller” when she addressed the 
Lions pleading for the Lions to accept her challenge to continue the fight towards preventable blindness.  We here at MLERFI 
have and will always be dedicated to the challenge related to eye research.  More than ever I am asking for your continued 
support of our efforts here at MLERFI.  We cannot move forward in our quest without your support.  We can only fund a      
portion of the grant request we receive from the hospitals .  More monies are needed to continue our goal of providing the  
important seed monies for the advancement of research. 

     If you have any questions on our efforts here at MLERFI on your behalf please contact any member of the board.  Better 
than that contact a director in your district and ask if you can attend a BOD meeting or plan a club visit to one of our research 
hospitals. 

     You the Lions of MD33 are “ordinary  people –doing- extraordinary things”. On behalf of Executive Board, Officers,        
Directors and all our Past Presidents thank you for your past support and future consideration towards MLERF. 

     We all have made a difference in our quest to eradicate preventable blindness.  Together we will continue to perform      
miracles. 

Yours in Lionism, 

Dick 
 

Richard “Dick” Ferrucci 
President, MLERFI 2013-2014 
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Ja es A. G a ia, PDG 

 Gle dale St eet 
Eastha pto , MA  

Tel. - -  

E ail: jg a ia @g ail. o  

 Hello E e o e!  Afte  a ief hiatus f o  ei g the 
E eCat he  Repo te  fo  Dist i t Y, I a  a k.  I had 
gotte  sidet a ked fo  a ouple of ea s hile I o ed up 
the hai s o  the Mass Lio s E e Resea h Boa d.  As ou 
a e p o a l  a a e, du i g  ea  as P eside t last ea , 

e a hie ed a fu d aisi g goal that ou  o po atio  had 
ot ea hed si e .  We oke that agi al illio  dol-

la  glass eili g, ith a total of $ , , .  i  do atio s.  
That u e  as a huge ego ooste  fo  e, as the sitti g 
p eside t, ut also fo  all the Lio s of ou  state ho o ked 
so ha d to ge e ate this i o e.  It also gi es ou  u e t 
P eside t, PDG Di k Fe u i, the i e ti e to go out a d 

eat that total du i g his ea .  I ha e o dou ts hatsoe -
e  that he ill a hie e his goals.  Fo  those of ou ho ha e 

et Di k o  ha e hea d hi  speak, ou k o  hat a d -
a i  pe so alit  he has, a d his e thusias  a d suppo t 

fo  the Mass Lio s E e Resea h Fu d is as st o g as e e .  
That o i atio  ill i e ita l  t a slate i to su ess i  
ou  fu d aisi g effo ts this ea . 
 As u h as I a  gi i g  tha ks to all the Lio s 
th oughout the state, I ha e to gi e a spe ial tha k ou to 
the Lio s of Dist i t Y.  I  these tight fi a ial ti es, it is 
e t e el  diffi ult to aise the a ou t of o e  e had 
aised du i g ette  fi a ial ti es.  We ha e a lot fe e  

Lio s i  the state o  tha  e did i   % less , so 
the fu d aisi g u de  has falle  o  fe e  a d fe e  Lio s 
e e  ea .  I  ou  ase last ea , I as the e efi ia  of a 
sig ifi a t o e-ti e do atio  f o  ou  Dist i t hi h 
pushed  total o e  the top.  That do atio  a e f o  
the dispe se e t of fu ds left o e  f o  the losi g of ou  
O thopti  Cli i .  Whe  the li i  losed i  , e dist i -
uted so e of the e ai i g fu ds to ou  othe  Dist i t o -
po atio s Y E e ge  Sight & Hea i g Fu d a d the 

Y E e o ile , hile ese i g $ ,  fo  Mass Lio s 
E e Resea h Fu d I .  We ea a ked $ ,  pe  ea  fo  
dist i utio  du i g PDG Roge  Jo es, PDG Ke  La ki , a d 
PDG Be  P e ti e’s ea s as Dist i t Go e o , hi h left a 
total of $ ,  a aila le fo   ea  as P eside t of the 

MLERF o po atio .  It does ’t take a ath iz to figu e 
out that ithout that $ ,  f o  the O thopti  Cli i , 

e ould ot ha e e eeded the illio  dolla  a k last 
ea .  Fo  that easo , I ill e ete all  g ateful to the 

Lio s of Y fo  aki g  ea  as MLERF P eside t as 
su essful as it as.  It as  ho o  to se e o  the O -
thopti  Cli i  Boa d fo  a u e  of ea s, so it is also e  
g atif i g to see that o e  f o  the Cli i  o  ei g 
used to fu d g a ts hi h ill o ti ue i  the spi it of ou  
li i , that ei g to i p o e the li es of ou  itize s  

heali g a d/o  o e ti g thei  e e sight.  Tha k ou Dis-
t i t Y, fo  assisti g i  this o le ause. 
 While I a  o  the su je t of the O thopti  Cli i , I 

a ted to epo t o  a  oppo tu it  I had to ake, hat I 
felt, e e a e ds to ou  fo e  O thoptist, Shelle  Klei .  
Whe  e ade the diffi ult de isio  to lose the li i  

a k i  , the o k i ol ed ith losi g a o po atio  
su h as ou s, as dau ti g.  Not o l  as the e ph si al 

o k to lea  out the offi e a d a ate the uildi g e 
had o upied fo  a  ea s, ut the e e e ou tai s 
of le i al o k e ui ed to satisf  all of the legal e ui e-

e ts efo e the Atto e  Ge e al’s Offi e ould o sid-
e  ou  o po atio  to e fo all  losed.  Without the 
ti eless o k of PDG  Jea  Ma ti , e a  still e ha gi g 
out the e i  spa e as a ha ita le o po atio , ith all the 
legal lia ilities asso iated ith that status.  With all that 
said, the e d of ou  asso iatio  ith Shelle  Klei  just 
d ifted off i to the i d a idst the lutte  of losi g the 
o po atio .  O e  the e sui g ea s, I had a aged to 

spo adi all  keep i  tou h ith Shelle  ia left o e  li i  

Co ti ued o  Pa.  

 

IPP Jim with Shelle  Klei , fo e  O thoptist fo  Y 
Lio s O thopti  Cli i   
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Robert D. Haskell (Lion Kathy) 
18 Johnson Street 

Leominster, MA 01453 
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 vze25nha@verizon .net  

 
I always like start by thanking all the Lions from District 33-

A as well as the Lions of Multiple District 33, their families, 
and friends for all the hard work they do each year in rais-
ing money for Eye Research. We have come a long way 
over the years in treatment of eye injuries and eye disease, 
and we would not be able to do this without your continued 
help and support. Two of our annual fundraisers did quite 
well this year, Our District Motorcycle Ride for Sight, 
chaired by our 1st Vice District Governor 33-A, Susan Dun-
phy, and 2nd Vice District Governor 33-A, E.J. Sowden, 
netted $1,751dollars. 

 Walk for Sight at Southwick Zoo Mendon, Ma. co-

chaired by Lions Cynthia “Cindy” Mainini, wife of PDG 
Babe Mainini, and Erma Whyte, netted $4,800 dollars. 
Wonderful job. We thank all of you that gave your time, 
effort, and money to support M.L.E.R.F.  

This also was a special year for M.L.E.R.F. Past 
President James A. Gracia, PDG District 33Y, his hard 
work and total dedication to our corporation has made him 
our latest President to go over the Million Dollar Mark, 
which all M.L.E.R.F Presidents strive for each year.  

This can only be done through all the Lions of Mul-
tiple District 33 who want to see their Districts Presidents 
attain that goal. This year incoming  M.L.E.R.F. President 
is our very own, PDG Richard “Dick “Ferrucci of the Men-
don Lions Club.  

President Dick would like to ask all the Lions of 
Multiple District 33 to show the world we care about sight 
and hearing as well as all health related issues such as 
diabetes, etc. One of the main things we are still doing is 
the car raffle. This is for a 2014 Chevrolet Cruise, the tick-
ets are selling for $50.00 each. There is about 300 hundred 
or so tickets left. It would make a great gift for anyone in-
cluding yourself. 

We are also doing a massive canister drive this 
year. When each club member brings to the club $33.00 in 
pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters, his or her name will 
be placed into a drawing for a package expense paid 
weekend to the State Convention, May 2-4 2014 Holiday 

Inn, Mansfield, Ma.  

I know there are new Lions out there that do not know 
much about who we are what we do, so I will take a minute of 
your time to explain. The challenge to prevent blindness was 
made at a Lions International Convention in 1925 when Helen 
Keller a blind and deaf woman, asked the lion members to be-
come her “Knights of the Blind” in the crusade against darkness 
and help to cure and eradicate blindness throughout the world. 

Well, to jump forward a bit, for the past 60 years or so 
we have given grant money to many of the hospital research 
centers throughout the State of Massachusetts. Each Club 
President will be given M.L.E.R.F Inc. Directory. There is a so 
much information to share with the Districts Lions membership 
about M.L.E.R.F. Information also available on web sites, and in 
your club directory.  

Each District has five members that are on the Board 
Directors, we will come to your clubs to speak, and answer any 
question you may have. You also can make arrangements with 
them to come to a Hospital visitation in Boston. 

 Last night we had our first Advisory Meeting. With sev-
eral quest speakers including our own PDG Richard “Dick” Fer-
rucci, this year’s President of M.L. E.R.F. Inc. He did a wonder-
ful job of pumping all of us for a spectacular year fund raising. 
Again, we still have tickets to raffle for the 2014 Chevrolet 

Cruise. Tickets are $50.00 each. 
This would make a wonderful gift 
for yourself, spouse, son, daugh-
ter, or college age grandchild. 

We gave out over one hundred 
and sixty plus penny canisters 
last night, and asked all the Lions 
to fill them to help eradicate pre-
ventable blindness, and eye dis-
ease. One of  the leading causes 
is diabetes. We also handed out 
M.L.E.R.F. Directories to all Club 

Presidents in attendance.  

Please remember to help as much as you can. The 
sight we save, may someday be yours or a loved one, a friend 
or neighbor. Be good and take care. God bless all of you, for 
your work and dedication to those less fortunate than we. 

Respectfully Submitted 

    Bob Haskell, 33A 

Congrats to Bob on his appointment as 
Executive Director of Mass Lions Eye Research Fund! 
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 Some say that “Competition Builds Character” 
and I agree. If that is the case then District 33N will have 
added greatly to its character before the end of the Lion-
istic year 2013-2014. It’s not surprising that since District 
33N leads all districts in Massachusetts in its support of 
Mass Lions Eye Research Fund with over $8,500,000 in 
donations that there are 2 clubs in the district with over 
$400,000 in donations and 2 clubs which have surpassed 
$500,000. I am told that the spirit of competition is alive 
and well among these 4 clubs. 
  

 The Lexington Lions with $472,881 in total do-
nations told me they have the Woburn Host Lions is their 
view and look to surpass them and the $500,000 mark. 
However, the Woburn Host Lions at $498,769, could 
easily surpass $500,000 while protecting their lead over 
Lexington. At the same time the Woburn Host Lions Club 
is looking to catch the Newburyport Lions Club which 
has donated $538,162 but that won’t be an easy task as 
the Newburyport Lions Club has for several years been 
the Number 1 Club in Massachusetts averaging about 
$35,000 in annual donations to MLERF. Of course the 
Acton Lions Club which leads all clubs in Massachusetts 
with $561,164 isn’t looking back at the competition but 
looking ahead at possibly being the first club ever to reach 
$600,000. Whichever club ends up on top it all means that 
MLERF and the eye research institutes we support will be 
better off for the friendly competition.  
  

 That is not the only spirit of competition helping 
the Lions of District 33N build momentum to a great year 
for MLERF. With an increased emphasis on the Pennies 
for Sight program and an expanded rewards competition 
the Methuen Lions Club has issued their own challenge.  
For clubs who want to really support the Pennies For 
Sight project, the Methuen Lions have challenged all 
clubs to collect a “Mile Of Pennies”. For those who don’t 
know how many pennies that is it’s a LOT. However, to be 
exact it is 84,440 or $844.40. In order to further encour-
age support for the challenge District Governor Jeanne 
Farrow will present a special recognition award to every 
club that meets the challenge of the Methuen Lions Club 

and collects a Mile Of Pennies or $844.40 for Pennies 
For Sight. Can your club meet the challenge? 

 

 District 33N is proud to welcome as its new 
MLERF Director Joan Stein-Streilein, Ph.D. of the new 
Beverly Lions Club. Joan is a relatively new Lion having 
joined the Beverly Lions shortly after it was chartered 2 
years ago. Joan brings years of valuable experience to 
her position as a MLERF Director. Joan has been a Sen-
ior  Scientist for 17 years at Schepens Eye Research 
Institute and is affiliated with Harvard Medical School, 
Mass. Eye & Ear Infirmary. Lion Joan brings a great en-
thusiasm for our mission as Lions and a vast and valua-
ble amount of experience in eye research. Joan has al-
ready spoken at Lions Club’s meetings in District 33N 

and has not only been 
most impressive in her 
knowledge but her abil-
ity to connect with her 
fellow Lions. Joan will 
be a valuable addition 
to the Mass Lions Eye 
Research Fund Board 
of Directors. 
  

 Once again I 
would like to remind clubs that they may be eligible to 
give a Sight Award. Sight Awards are earned when your 
club makes a donation of $1000 greater than the club’s 
previous year’s donations.  Any of the MLERF Directors 
DG Jeanne Farrow, VDG Joan Baptiste, 1st VP  PDG 
Randy Pinch, ZC Marcel Plouffe, PDG Jane Fanjoy, Di-
rector Neil Fanjoy, Director Joan Stein-Streilein and 
MLERF Past President PDG Louise Wojtkiewicz can help 
you to determine if your club has earned a Sight Award. 
PP PDG Louise will handle your Sight Award application 
when you are ready to apply. Applications are available 
on the MLERF web site or from one of the directors. Last 
year 11 clubs in District 33N earned Sight Awards. Be-
cause this is not an easy award to earn it is even more 
prestigious when awarded to a deserving Lion. In District 
33N only 71 Sight Awards have been presented com-
pared to 447 LCIF Melvin Jones Fellowships. 
  

 In case you had not heard MLERF and the Lions 
of Massachusetts last year surpassed a MILLION DOL-
LARS in donations to the Mass Lions Eye Research 
Fund for the first time since 2003-2004. All Lions across 
the state are to be congratulated but that means we can’t 
let up.  We must try to equal and surpass the magical 
million mark again. It can be done if every club will work 
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Randy Pinch, PDG, 

3rdVP MLERFI 

86 Attitash Road 

Amsbury, MA 01913 

(781) 910-6507 

rpinch5663@yahoo.co

 

Co ti ued o  Pa.  



Doreen Martel, PDG 

P O Bo   

Sto , MA  

508-541-535  

doreen_martel@yahoo.com 

 

 
sented to members of your Club who have contribut-
ed to sight-related activities, to a member of the 
community who offers extraordinary service towards 
your sight-related goals or even to your club if you 
prefer.  The possibilities are endless and the publicity 
that can be generated not only calls attention to your 
club but also to the greater mission of preserving 
eyesight. 

 MLERF under-
stands that clubs are un-
der increasing pressure to 
raise money for a variety 
of pursuits. This year with 
the massive devastation 
caused by natural disas-
ters, Lions are being 
asked to increase their 
support to LCIF, financial 
difficulties mean our com-

munity food pantries need us more than ever and of 
course; our various District charities still need your 
help. This is why the Pennies for Sight program is 
one of the easiest fundraisers that you can pursue; 
this option does not take away from your regular 
fundraising and still can accomplish the same goal: 
Increasing your donations to MLERF. 
 Get creative, get involved and see if there are 
ways to help raise more money for MLERF this year. 
Consider joining with the Lions who participate in the 
multi-District bowling tournament, put canisters out in 
your community or designate a fundraiser specifically 
for MLERF. Let’s show DG Paul that we can band 
together and show the rest of the MD33 Lions that 
the Lions of District 33K can raise more money this 
year than last year. 
 If your club is holding a special fundraiser, 
consider forwarding me the information at 
Doreen_Martel@yahoo.com and forward me the 
photos. We’d love the opportunity to showcase your 
efforts in our next edition. 
 

Yours in Lionism, 

Doreen 

PDG Do ee   

Fall 2013  

 As we always do, the Lions of District 33K made 
great strides for Massachusetts Lions Eye Research dur-
ing the 2012 – 2013 Lions year. We tend to come to-
gether to make our District Governor stand out in the 
crowd. While we were not the District who contributed 
the highest amount, we showed our commitment. 
 As we move forward into the 2013 – 2014 year, 
there still remains work to be accomplished and once 
again, the Lions of 33K are asked to step up and help 
out. Do you realize if each club merely contributed an 
extra $100 this year that combined that would result in 
more than $50,000 additional for MLERF? We can do 
this! 
 Some of the clubs in our District take on fundrais-
ers that are specifically geared towards MLERF fundrais-
ing. For years, the Sharon Lions Club has participated in 
Journey for Sight. The Boston Chinatown Lions Club and 
Holliston Lions Clubs have consistently raised money for 
Pennies for Sight. The Ashland Lions Club commits a 
portion of the profits from their meat raffles to MLERF.  
Fortunately, some of these events are easy for clubs to 
participate in without a lot of effort, such as the Pennies 
for Sight. 
 If you’re wondering how your club can participate 
in Pennies for Sight, it’s really simple. Ask any MLERF 
Board of Directors member for canisters and get them 
out there! Banks, sandwich shops, coffee shops and 
even businesses that your club members own are great 
spots for these canisters. The best thing about this is 
that all you need to do is show up and empty out the full 
canisters, take the change to your local bank for count-
ing and mail a check to MLERF. 
 Did you know: If your club contributes $1,000 
more to MLERF than you did last year that your club is 
entitled to present a Sight Award? You can find out more 
information about this by visiting the MLERF website or 
by asking a board member. Sight Awards can be pre-

 



 

ARE YOU KIDDING!  
 

 Wow-Fantastic-Superb-Colossal-Gigantic- 
Tremendous-Huge--Great-Impossible-Inspirational-
Intense * * and any other adjective you can think of 
that describes the accomplishment of the LIONS of 
33-S. CONGRATULATIONS!!!  I don't know how 
you LIONS do or did it other than HARD WORK 
and DEDICATION that once again have made you 
the NUMBER ONE district in the multiple in total 
donations to M.L.E.R••••$311,108.26  
  

 What a year;  A high five to the ACUSHNET 
LIONS .••top M.L.E.R. raiser with $25,000•• 
Past district Gov. Dave is on cloud nine ••having 
the clubs amass an amount surpassing his goal of 
$300,000. for M.L.E.R••  He cannot express his 
gratitude enough for your accomplishment! 
  

 Our Gov. Raymond Moreau has the confi-
dence in us LIONS of 33-S to accomplish his 
M.L.E.R. goal during his year. He has set a realistic 
goal of $325,000.01. His theme for the 2013-2014 
year is "YELLOW BRICK ROAD TO THE PATH 
OF SIGHT "  Piece of cake what with some 54 
clubs in district 33-s•.that breaks down to an in-
crease of $257.25 per club! It is hard for me to be-
lieve that we LIONS will not - cannot achieve this 

goal! If each club president asked their member-
ship to donate  14 •.•yes.••.fourteen cents at their 
next meeting in addition to last year’s total donation 
then Gov. Ray will exceed this year’s goal. His goal 
for J.F.s. donations is $67,000. I will bet that the 
LIONS of our district will increase their donations 
by more than .14 per LION --- you can take that to 
the bank. 
 

 After some 5-6 years the LIONS of the mul-
tiple 33 have done it again ••.yes,  I.P.P. of 
M.L.E.R. James Gracia is smiling as his year end-

ed up with the multiple hitting 1,003,306.77 dollars 
for M.L.E.R. donations WOW CONGRATULATIONS 
to all the clubs for an outstanding job. 
As a reminder to presidents that if you haven't al-
ready ordered that "SIGHT AWARD11     for a de-
serving individual based upon last year’s donations 
to M.L.E.R. being $1,000.00 over the prior year.  It is 
not to late contact M.L.E.R. treasurer wild BILL Mur-
phy. 
 On July 25th, your officers and directors of 
M.L.E.R. attended the annual presentation of grant 
monies to the various research hospitals in Boston 
hosted this year by Massachusetts Eye and Ear Insti-
tute  
The main lists of grants are: 
 

 JOSLIN DIABETES CENTER $169,000.- 
 B.U. SCHOOL OF MEDICINE $169,000 

 SCHEPENS EYE INSTITUTE $169,000 

 MASS EYE& EAR INFIRMARY $169,000. (which 
represents a total of $5m!illion dollars M.E.E.I. 
has received in grants from you LIONS) 

 TUFTS SCHOOL OF MEDICINE $90,000 

 CHILRENS’ HOSPITAL $110,000.  
 

The grants were presented by Past President of 
M.L.E.R. JIM Roth which represented the funds 
raised during his year as president. 
  

 As of the date this article was written 
M.L.E.R. Richard “Dick” Ferrucci had not set his eye 
research goal for the year. Knowing Dick ••• I am 
sure his goal will be not only to retain the 
$1,000,000. figure but to add to it.  GOOD LUCK 
“DICK" 
 This is another example of your M.L.E.R. dona-
tions at work and it shows the progress made in eradi-
cating eye disorders 

•• thanks to you all for the financial support you give to 
our research hospitals. I 
hope you are proud of your 
fellow LIONS and yourself!  
I am !    
Why not invite a friend to 
join you at your next LI-
ONS meeting so they too 
can feel the good that 

comes from helping others ? 
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to surpass their own level of donations last year. We 
need 100% participation.   
 

 The Lions Clubs of District 33N have ALWAYS 
been the leader in total donations in Massachusetts. We 
all know why we support MLERF but we can also let the 
challenge of competition help us reach greater levels of 
support for MLERF. 
                                                                 
As 1st Vice President of Mass Lions Eye Research Fund I 
am not only proud of my home district 33N but of all the 
Lions of Massachusetts. Your support of MLERF is noth-
ing short of amazing. Every penny, nickel, dime or dollar 
you raise makes a difference not only locally but around 
the world. The important research you support does what 
we as Lions do best “We Change Lives”.  Your efforts 
on behalf of those who depend on Your Service improve 
the lives of people you will never know. Be proud of all 
you do in support of the mission of Lionism. Thank YOU 
for your service. 

Yours In Lionism 

Randy 

 In closing" A LIONS PRIDE IS HIS FAMILY ••• 
A FAMILY’S PRIDE IS THEIR LION". 
 

LATER 

Arnie 
My sincere thanks to DR. JOSEPH CIOLINO of 
M.E.E.I for his contribution of the enclosed    article: 
(See page 9) 
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usi ess, ut al a s eg etted that e e e  app op iatel  
tha ked he  fo  he  se i e.                                                                               
 I e e tuall  lea ed that Shelle  had settled i  the Bosto  
a ea a d had take  a jo  at the Ne  E gla d E e Ce te  at 
Tufts U i e sit .  Whe  I e a e P eside t, I e listed the 
help of D . Noo jaha  Pa j a i, Di e to  of Resea h, to get 
Shelle  to ou  MLERF isitatio  this past Ma .  Shelle  did 
atte d a d I took the oppo tu it  to fo all  tha k he , o  

ehalf of the Lio s of Dist i t Y a d i  f o t of he  pee s at 
Tufts, fo  he  dedi atio  to ou  li i  fo   ea s.  I thi k I 

as o e e otio al a out it tha  she as, ut she as ge -
ui el  tou hed.  That little  i ute e e o  did as u h 
fo  e as P eside t of MLERF, as eaki g the illio  dolla  

a k.  Well, a e I a  e agge ati g a little, ut ou get 
the pi tu e. 
I guess I a ied o  a little too lo g a out ou  Dist i t a d did 

ot de ote u h ti e to hat has ee  goi g o  i  the 
o ld of e e esea h, ut I guess ou ill just ha e to i ite 

o e of ou  di e to s to isit ou  lu  a d tell ou, fi st-

ha d, hat ou  o e  is ei g spe t o .  Please o side  
aski g o e of ou  Di e to s to e a guest speake  at ou  
lu .  We ould like othi g ette  to sp ead ou  e thusi-

as  fo  the Massa husetts Lio s E e Resea h Fu d to ou  
lu .  The da  is apidl  app oa hi g he  e a  t ul  sa  
e ha e defeated li d ess.  The p og ess ei g ade e e-
 da  of the ea  is so e ou agi g that e ill ake Hele  

Kelle ’s d ea  o e t ue i  ou  lifeti e. 
You s i  Lio is , 

Jim 

PDG Ji  G a ia, Y 

I ediate Past P eside t MLERF 

 N Co t. f o  pa   

 S Co t. f o  pa   
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Newburyport Road Race  Celebrates 
50 years of racing and giving 

NEWBURYPORT 
— PDG Jon Pear-
son has spent the 
last 28 years di-
recting the Yankee 
Homecoming 10-

mile Road Race, 
an annual New-
buryport tradition 
that offers a 
course filled with 
challenges, seem-

ingly endless climbs, and every once in a while, a feeling of 
personal triumph. 
In a way, the course personifies Pearson, a man who first 
started directing the race for 400 runners in 1982 and has 
overseen the race's growth to the point that he is now ex-
pecting 3,000 runners split between a 10-mile and 5K races 
at the 50th annual running on Tuesday evening, July 30th.. 
The race has brought Pearson the highest of highs and, per-
haps, its own share of lows, too. 
Jon Pearson, a past district governor of the Newburyport 
Lions Club, never took a break from running a race that con-
tinues to grow in participation numbers and popularity. He 
said the race director responsibility becomes what amounts 

to a full-time job roughly five months prior to the race. Ask 
him why the race has been so successful for so long, and 

he'll cite the course, 
the water stops, the 
endless stream of 
spectators, the prize 
money for the win-
ners, the family at-
mosphere — really 
anything other than 
the hard work he 
puts in as race di-
rector  
The net proceeds 

have been designated for Eye Research with over 
$450,000 donated 
to date.  
In addition, the 
Newburyport Li-
ons Club has do-
nated $35,00.00 
annually to Mass 
Lions Eye Re-
search and has 
been the number 
1 club in dona-
tions for many 
years. 

 

Immediate Past District Governors of MD-33 are pre-
sented with Mass Lions Eye Research Fund Awards 

 

L to R ; PP PDG Jim Gracia, DG Rob Richards, 33Y; DG Mark 
Desmaris, 33A, DG Bob Sinclair, 33N, DG Tom Kerr, 33K and DG 
Dave Barbour, 33S.  Story on pa  11 
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On a hot August night this past summer, the Massa-
chusetts Lions Eye Research held their 61st Annual 

Installation Banquet.  The 
location was the Double-
tree Hotel in Milford and 
the proceedings were 
under the watchful eye of 
PDG, PCC, PP Sharon 
Brooks. Well over 200 
Lions and guests were in 

attendance.  Following the  opening, all were treated to 
a special performance by professional opera singer, 
Mary Katheryn Withers, Mary Katheryn  is the daughter 
of PDG Melisa Withers, 
who served as District Gov-
ernor with incoming Presi-
dent PDG Dick Ferrucci 
back in the stone age. 

Following a delicious meal, 
it was time for the business 
at hand – to install the offic-
ers and directors for the 
2013-2014 year.  The in-
stalling officer was newly 
minted International Direc-
tor, John Petis who was 
there with his bride PCST 
Betty. 

 

Installed at the ceremony was 1st Vice President PDG 
Randall “Randy” Pinch from 33N, 2nd Vice President 
PCST Martin Middleton from 33S, 3rd Vice President 
PDG Edward “Ned” Merrick from 33K, Secretary PDG 
Roger Jones from 33Y, Treasurer PDG, PP William 

“Bill” Murphy from 
33S and Execu-
tive Director, 
PCST Robert 
“Bob”  Haskell 
from 33ASaving 
the best for last, 
PDG Richard 
“Dick” Ferrucci 
from 33A was 

installed as President.  PDG Jim Gracia assumed 
the post of Immedi-
ate Past President to 
round out the Execu-
tive Committee.  Fol-
lowing the corporate 
officers, all directors 
were administered 
the Oath of Office by 
ID John. 

At his inaugural address President Ferrucci stated 
his goal for 2013-2014 year was “1.5 to stay alive” 
He is asking everyone to help him raise 1.5 million 
in donations next year and he has several tricks up 
his sleeve to help accomplish his goal. 

 

After the installation 
ceremony, Immedi-
ate Past President 
Jim Gracia presided 
over the important 
business of recog-
nizing clubs and 

District Governors for their support during the past 
year.   

Receiving The Recognition of being the leading 
club in their district was; 

Y     Agawam..........$12,275.06 

A     Milford............$15,000.00 

N     Newburyport....$34,500.00 *  number one in 
the State 

K     Belmont..........$22,500.00 

S     Acushnet.........$25,200.00 

 

Receiving special 
awards of recog-
nition for their 
support of Mass 
Lions Eye Re-
search  and the 
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total amounts donated by their top clubs was ; 

33Y ……IPDG Robert Richards 

Agawam.....$502,368.12 * becomes the third club in the state to exceed a half million dollars 

33A …. IPDG Mark Desmarais 

Milford........$212,617.75 

33N. . IPDG Robert Sinclair 

 Newburyport.$538,161.46 

33K…..  IPDG Tomas Kerr 

Ashland.......$407,012.78 

33S….   IPDG David Barbour 

Rehoboth.....$206,823.71 

Certificates of Appreciation were also presented to all clubs who donated to Mass 
Lions Eye Research last year 

Congratulations of all the officers and directors of the Mass Lions Eye Research and 
the clubs who have been so supportive of our state major project. 
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You got a problem? 
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MASSACHUSETTS LIONS EYE RESEARCH FUND, INC. 

ANNUAL REPORT    JULY 1, 2012  TO  JUNE 30, 2013 

INCOME:     

 Contributions of Lions, Lioness and Leo Clubs 

      Including Memorials, Journey for Sight, Canisters and Individual Donations 
for Massachusetts Research Grants 

    

 

    

    Percent Amounts Totals 

  District - Y 18.5% 185,820.85   

  District - A 8.0% 80,470.58   

  District - N 24.6% 247,048.71   

  District - K 17.8% 178,857.98   

  District - S 31.0% 311,108.65   

           Total Research Contributions 100.0% $1,003,306.77 

 Other Income:     

      Installations & Awards Night 1,840.00   

      Interest Income 27,283.26   

      Boston Biomedical Grant Return 15,000.00   

      Eye Research 60 th Anniversary 6,125.00   

      Hampden Lions Club Golf Tournament 27,599.00   

      Uncommitted Funds used for Research Grants 748.98   

      Trust & Endowment Fund Interest for Presidential Grant 59,748.98   

      Trust & Endowment Club Contributions 2,785.00   

           Other Income 141,130.22 

       

 Committed Donations:     

      Trust & Endowment Fund Interest for Presidential Grant 2012/2013 59,748.98   

      Club Donations 2012/2013 1,003,306.77   

      Trust & Endowment Club 2012/2013 2,785.00   

           Committed Donations 1.065,840.75 

EXPENSES:     

 Approved research grants and miscellaneous distributed: 169,000.00   

      B.U. Medical Center 169,000.00   

      Joslin Diabetes Center 169,000.00   

      Howe Labatory (Mass Eye & Ear) 169,000.00   

      Schepens Eye Institute 90,000.00   

      New England Eye Center (Tufts School of Medicine) 110,000.00   

      Childrens Hospital 75,000.00   

      T&E Fund Interest for Presidential Grant 2011/2012 BU Medical 27,599.00   

      Hampden Lions Club Golf Tournament 92,500.00   

      District Y – Orthoptic Clinic 10,500.00   

      T&E Club Donations 2011/2012 169,000.00   

           Research Grants,T&E and Miscellaneous Distributed 1,081,599.00 
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 Administrative expenses:     

      General Administrative 595.65   

      Directories 0.00   

      Auditor 4,350.00   

      Bond 780.00   

      Mid-Winters & Conferences 2,032.78   

      Plaques & Awards 4,944.66   

      Exchange & Miscellaneous 0.00   

      

 Committee expenses:     

      Eye Catcher 1,733.25   

      Journey For Sight 261.20   

      Canisters 447.00   

      Sight Awards 1,199.03   

      Memorials 980.00   

      Installation & Awards Night 4,174.07   

      Eye Research 60 th Anniversary 6,937.42   

      Public Relations 0.00   

      Viridian 0.00   

      Grants 0.00   

      Long Range Planning 0.00   

      Constitution & By-Laws 0.00   

      Trust & Endowment 0.00   

           Administrative & Committee Expenses 28,435.06 

           Total Expense 1,110,034.06 

      

      

Overall Increase/Decrease of Income/Expenses for 2012/2013 47,290.38 

Contributions Unsued from previous years 0.00 

Uncommited Funds as of June 30, 2013 323,493.62 

      

      

TRUST & ENDOWMENT IRREVOCABLE TRUST FUND:  
    

       BANK OF AMERICA     

Market Value as of July 1, 2012 1,242,509.90   

Net Increase/Decrease in Market Value 47,148.12   

          Market Value of Fund as of June 30, 2013 1,289,658.02 

      

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:   PDG William T. Murphy, Treasurer 

 



 Fall 2013  



President Dick Ferrucci has challenged every Lion in Multiple District 33 to make a personal    
donation of $33.00 to the Massachusetts Lions Eye Research Fund “Pennies For Sight”        
campaign. 

In doing so we can help him raise “a million five to stay alive” 

Have you made your personal donation yet?  See your district chair for Mass Lions Eye          
Research today and make your donation 
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